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CLAUD BUCHANAN TICEHURST, 

Dr. C. B. Ticehurst died at Hastings on the 17th February 
1941. His death has removed from our midst a man whose name 
will rank with those great ornithologists who in their time have 
contributed so much to our knowledge of the avifauna of India and 
the adjoining countries. 

Born at St. Leonards-on-Sea, on the Sth January, 1881, Claud 
Ticehurst was the third son of Dr. Augustus R. Ticehurst. He 
was educated at Tonbridge School, and at St. John’s College, 
Cambridge, where he distinguished himself in ‘Natural Science’. 
Ticehurst elected to follow his father’s profession and, after taking 
his medical degrees at Guy’s Hospital, London, settled down to 
practice. Except for a brief interval during the first World War, 
when he was commissioned as a Captain in the R.A.M.C. and 
served between the years 1917 and 1918 as surgical specialist at 
the British Military Hospital, Karachi, the whole of his professional 
career centered in private practice at Lowestoff, Suffolk and finally 
at Appledore in Kent. 

When quite a boy Claud Ticehurst revealed his love for the 
subject which became the absorbing interest of his life, and of 
which he was destined to become so able an exponent. His leisure 
was given to exploring the bird life of his native downs and marshes, 
while annual holidays in Norway, in company with his father, 
widened his knowledge of his hobby. Later a scientific training 
and education developed this early interest and gave Ticehurst that 
thorough understanding of varied ornithological problems, that 
precision and meticulous regard for fact which became the hall 
mark of all his work. 

As an ornithologist, Ticehurst’s main interests centered in 
systematics and in problems relative to the migration and geo¬ 
graphical distribution of birds. He was also interested in questions 
relating to plumage and its development—a study which had been 
scarcely touched when he made his initial contribution to it. 

He achieved international repute. Besides his many and 
varied contributions to British Ornithology, his studies extended 
to many parts of Europe, to North and South Africa and to India 
and the adjoining countries. 

In paying this tribute to his memory we wish to associate it 
particularly with his ornithological work in the East. Ticehurst’s 
work here was mainly directed to the avifauna of the great 
Palaearctic Desert which extends from the shores of North Africa 
through Arabia, Mesopotamia and Persia to the province of Sind. 
His interest in the bird life of this great and little known region 
commenced during his service at Karachi, where he devoted his 
spare time to the study of local bird life. He started to write a 
paper on the birds of the district, but extended it to what became 
finally the most up to date and authoritative account of the birds of 
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the Province. His study of the birds of Sind naturally implied a 
consideration of the birds of the neighbouring- province of Balu¬ 
chistan. There was little on record to help him. Fortunately the 
Society was able at the time to place at his disposal a large collec¬ 
tion of birds made by Mr. Hotson, I.C.S. (afterwards Sir Ernest 
Hotson) during his political travels in Kalat and Mekran. Ticehurst 
also made brief visits to the Province. He spent the months of 
September-October 1919 at Ziarat and also visited Quetta and the 
Las Belas Frontier district. His paper on the Birds of Baluchistan 
published in our Journal provides the most complete account now 
available of the avifauna of that Province. A further opportunity 
to extend his studies of the birds of the Palaearctic Desert was 
provided by the collections brought together by members of the 
Society in Mesopotamia during the Great War. These collections 
formed the basis of the first comprehensive account of the Birds 
of Mesopotamia, published originally in our Journal, which Ticehurst 
wrote in collaboration with Capt. P. A. Buxton and Major R. E. 
Cheesman. Under war conditions collecting- in Mesopotamia was 
naturally limited, and after the war it was decided to extend the 
survey of bird life to areas hitherto untouched or very partially 
worked.. Thanks to the interest of Sir Percy Cox, who engaged 
the services of the Society’s Collector, Mr. V. LaPersonne and 
to the efforts of Major R, E. Cheesman, between the years 1920 
and 1923, supplementary collections were obtained which enabled 
Ticehurst to publish in our Journal a second paper on the avifauna 
of Iraq, written this time in collaboration with Sir Percy and 
Major R.. E. Cheesman. 

Collecting was also extended to the Islands of the Persian Gulf 
some of which were visited by Sir Percy and Major Cheesman 
personally and others by LaPersonne. Notes made by these three 
observers and their collections provided the material for Ticehurst’s 
paper on the Birds of these islands, which was published in our 
Journal. 

Sir Percy, was also instrumental in obtaining for Dr. Ticehurst 
an invitation from the Sultan of Najd to collect birds and mammals 
in his territory. This gave Ticehurst a unique opportunity of 
studying the bird life of the Arabian Peninsula and the great 
South Desert. In company with Major Cheesman, he spent four 
months of the cold weather of 1923 travelling in this desolate 
region, which had never been previously entered by Europeans. 
His paper on the birds of Jabrin, Jafura, and Hasa in Central and 
Eastern Arabia contains the results of this expedition. 

It will be seen that the advance which has been made in recent 
years m our knowledge of the avifauna of the Asiatic countries 
lying within the Palaearctic Desert is due largely to the work of 
Ticehurst. In appreciating the thoroughness and ability with 
which he would carry it out, the Society and its members gladly 
gave him such assistance as they were able. Subsequent to his 
return to England, Ticehurst interested himself in the birds of 
Burma. He died before completing his work, which would have 
undoubtedly resulted in the authoritative account of the avifauna 
of that province which one expected from his researches. He 
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wrote two papers on Burmese birds for our Journal. The first was 
based on a collection made by Mr. Villar, I.C.S., in South Arrakan. 
The second was written in association with Mr. j. K. Stanford 
and dealt with birds of the Prome district in which few ornitholo¬ 
gists had worked previously. 

Apart from these contributions to faunistic ornithology, 
Ticehurst’s interest in systematics led him into the unravelling of 
many problems relative to the nomenclature and status of Indian 
birds. While finality may not be attained always in these matters, his 
conclusions always carried the assurance of the most critical enquiry 
into all available data, and the most painstaking study of ascertained 
facts. He published descriptions of many new species and races 
of Indian birds, numerous notes on synonymy and nomenclature 
and critical reviews of genera and species, outstanding among 
the last was his review of the genus Phylloscopus, recently pub¬ 
lished by the Trustees of the British Museum. Indian Ornithology 
benefited also from Ticehurst’s various studies on the plumage of 
birds. While in India, he collected notes on the down plumages 
of Indian birds and with the help of the material he obtained by 
his own efforts and with the assistance of some members of the 
Society, he published in our Journal a preliminary paper on the 
subject. He continued to collect data with a view to making 
further contributions to this wholly neglected phase of Indian Orni¬ 
thology. During his many years of ornithological work, Ticehurst 
brought together a fine collection of birds, which was considerably 
extended during his travels abroad. While in Sind he collected 
over 1,500 specimens from the province. Plis collection will now 
find a permanent resting place in the British Museum. During 
his brief stay in Bombay, he spent much of his time in the Society’s 
rooms working on our bird collections. This was not the least 
of the many services for which we must remain grateful to Claud 
Ticehurst, who in his time did so much for the progress and 
advancement of Ornithology in India. 

S. H. P. 

Dr. Ticehurst’s Papers on the Birds of India and the adjoining 

Countries. 
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The Birds of Sind. Ibis, 1922, pp. 526, 605.. 
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New races of Iraq & Indian birds. Bull. B.O.C., 44, 1923, p. 28. 
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The Birds of Sind, Ft. vii, Ibis, 1924, pp. no, pt. viii, p. 495. 
Birds from the Red Sea Lights. Ibis, 1924, p. 282. 
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Some notes on the 2nd ed. of the ‘Fauna of British India’ Birds, 
Vols. I & II. jouru. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., 31, 1926, p. 490. 
The Birds of British Baluchistan, pt. I. Jouru. Bomb. Nat. Hist. 
Soc., 31, 1926, p. 687. 

The Baluchistan race of Halcyon smyrneiisis. The races of the 
Indian White Eye. Bull. B.O.C., 47,- 1927, p. 87. 
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Birds of British Baluchistan, pt. II. Jouru, Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., 
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Some further notes on 2nd ed. of ‘Fauna of British India’ Birds, 
Vol. iii. Jouru. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., 1927,- p. 344. 

Addenda to the Avifauna of Sind 8 c of British India. Corrigendum 
to fauna of Iraq. Jouru. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., 32, 1927, p. 376. 
Note on two Indian Woodpeckers. Bull. B.O.C., 48, 1928, p. 93. 
A new Starling from Persia & critical remarks on other Persian 
birds. Bull. B.O.C.. 48, 1928, p. 117. 

Remarks on the downy young of Heliopais personata. Remarks 
on the races of Sterna albifrons. Bull. B.O.C., 49, 1929, p. 65. 
Notes on some birds from the Abakan Yomas. Bull. B.O.C., 50, 
1930, p. 84. 

Birds of Quetta. Jouru. Bonib. Nat. Hist. Soc., 24, 1930, p. 246. 
Notes on the Fauna of British India: Birds, Vols. IV, V, VI, 
Jouru. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., 34, 1930, p. 468. 

A new name for Himalayan Golden Eagle. Bull. B.O.C., 52, 1931, 
p. 24. 

On the name of the Yellow-browed Warbler. Ibis, 1931, p. 98. 
Restriction in type localities. ( Cyanecula ). Ibis, 1931, p, 350. 

The name of the Indian Tree Pie. Ibis, 1931, p. 585. 

On the name of the Eastern Baya Weaver. Bull. B.O.C., 52, 1932, 
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On some juvenile characters in the Timalidae. Ibis, 1932, p. 350. 
Notes on some birds from southern Arakan. Journ. Bomb. Nat. 
Hist. Soc., 36, 1933, p. 920. 

On the races of Phylloscopus trochilus and description of a new one 
and a new Pomatorhinus. Bull. B.O.C., 55, 1934, p. 177. 

Some observations on the moults of Indian Sunbirds. Ibis, 1935, 
P- i? 5 - 

Moult in the genus Streptopelia. Ibis, 1935, p. 437. 

On the Indian Ashy Drongos. Ibis, 1936, p. 273. 

The Brown Shrike in Burma and Assam. Journ. Bomb. Nat. Hist. 
Soc., 38, 1935, p. 824.. 

Description of a new race of Pteruthius. Bull. B.O.C., 57, 1937, 
p. 147. 
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A systematic review of the genus Phylloscopus, 1938, 8vo. (Trustees 
Brit. Mus.). 
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